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machine. Though he is now no longer actively
connected with the company which bears his name,
the impetus he gave it remains to this day.

If one looks back at the big family of 'Avro * aero-
planes one sees clearly denned a likeness and a co-
ordinating influence. There is about them all the
stamp of original thought and enterprise. Even their
flying manners seemed to be similar. Fortunately
photographs are available of the original 9 h.p. tri-
plane in flight and they make a fascinating study.
The undercarriage alone, in view of the recent develop-
ments of this component, is worthy of special note.
So are the tail wheel, the tractor air-screw and the
covered-in fuselage. It is astonishing that, in the year
1909, a flying machine so strongly indicative of what
might be called the War and immediate post-War air-
craft should have appeared.

Although ' A. V.' chose aviation and turned the
full resources of his brain to that, his story has much
more than a purely aeronautical significance. It is,
as I hinted at the beginning of this Preface, the story
of all great pioneers, perhaps heightened in tone
through the intense topicality of aviation, but essenti-
ally similar. The period of execration was lived
through and Jived down with undiminished faith and
unshaken determination. The period of probation
was smoother going, for then the country was at war
and found itself urgently in need of the skill and
experience of its aviation pioneers so that it could no
longer afford to obstruct them and jeer at them.
Even then the canonization, as I have called it, was
long delayed and a few people still refused to accept
* A. V.' as one worthy of the highest honours.

I look upon an official dinner given on the twentieth
anniversary of the first flight in 1908 as the beginning
of full public recognition of' A. V.'s' unique standing
in the world of aviation. This dinner was given by